A NOTE FROM PASTOR ERIC

Many American churches are resurrecting an old Easter custom begun by the Greeks in the
early centuries of Christianity-"Holy Humor Sunday" celebrations of Jesus' resurrection on the
Sunday after Easter.

For centuries in Eastern Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant countries, the week following
Easter Sunday, including "Bright Sunday" (the Sunday after Easter), was observed by the
faithful as "days of joy and laughter" with parties and picnics to celebrate Jesus' resurrection.

Churchgoers and pastors played practical jokes on each other, drenched each other with water,
told jokes, sang, and danced.

The custom was rooted in the musings of early church theologians (like Augustine, Gregory of
Nyssa, and John Chrysostom) that God played a practical joke on the devil by raising Jesus
from the dead. "Risus paschalis - the Easter laugh," the early theologians called it.

I look forward to sharing this fun experience with Harper Chapel again on April 12. Let us
come and proclaim the joy that we have through the Easter resurrection!
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PRAYERS & CONCERNS

Pastor Eric tells us each Sunday we are a people of prayer. Did you know we have a prayer
team that is here for you anytime you need us? The Harper Prayer Team has been in place for
about a year.

How do you request prayer?

1.Fill out a prayer card in the pew and place it on the alter during communion or give it to Pas-
tor Eric.

2.Call or text Pastor Eric or Sue Fletcher (573-480-2788)

3.Call the church office.

Unless you specify otherwise, your prayer request will remain confidential to the prayer team
only. You can also ask that you request to remain only with Pastor Eric. If you want church-
wide prayer, you can ask that your request be placed in the newsletter. Typically either Pastor
Eric or Sue Fletcher will be in touch with you regarding your request. I hope you will con-
sider reaching out for prayer. If is not even necessary to state the details of your needs.
God knows and we will pray for his comforting arms to hold you.

Harper Prayer Team

Sue Pierce, Carol Weatherford, Carolyn Moore
Linda Craig, Beth Hargrave, Chris Poland
Robyn Roehl, Jannette Smith, Helen Schmidt

Eric Schmidt, Sue Fletcher

2 Corinthians 1

“He is the one who comforts us in all our trouble so we can com-
fort other people who are in every kind of trouble”.

Harper Chapel April 2026 Page 4



WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!
Brad and Trish Hall

Jim and Cheryl Fanning

We are excited to have them as part of Harper Chapel and look forward to
the great gifts they bring to our congregation and greater community.

If you are not a member of Harper Chapel and are interested in finding
out more about being a member, please reach out to Pastor Eric Schmidt.
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Sharing Harper Chapel with our Community

In an effort to strengthen community connections and expand membership, our
Leadership team has launched a series of new outreach initiatives designed to en-
gage both current and prospective members.

One key strategy of outreach has been sending a postcard to new residents. The
postcards go out twice a month, highlight our groups and activities, and invite re-
cipients to join us.

In addition to the postcards, a flyer about God’s Closet is being handed out at
Osage Hill’s monthly Missouri Food Bank distribution event; this flyer provides
details about the program’s mission to support individuals and families in need
through clothing and essential items. We hope more people will become aware of
and benefit from our services.

The team i1s also sharing a Harper Chapel brochure at the local YMCA to promote
service programs and upcoming events, such as Maundy Thursday and Easter Sun-
day services. Our goal 1s to foster a greater sense of community involvement and
build connections with the surrounding community.

At the Leadership Team meeting on March 24, 2026, the team voted to update our
current website. If you would like to help or be on the website team, please con-
tact Ter1 Caldwell at 217-320-1584.

We Want to Hear from You

Do you have ideas on how Harper Chapel can grow or improve? We welcome your
suggestions! Whether it’s new outreach strategies, program ideas, or ways to better
serve our community, your input is invaluable. Please share your thoughts with
our team—we’re always looking for ways to grow together.
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our Rearview Mirror?

When I was in high school, probably one of my most hated

subjects was history. World, U.S., any kind. 1 know. It was

totally boring to me, and all I was concerned about was the

future. When I told a school superintendent that confession,

he exclaimed that history was his favorite and that all we
know about the future is based on our past. Our history. Our beginnings. I've since
learned no truer words.

I’d like to make the analogy that this is like driving a car. Your windshield is your fu-
ture. It's “what's ahead”! It's coming soon! The rearview mirror is your past (or you just
passed by) There is a saying; long story-short. Well, I've been told I carry out a story
longer than it should so my saying is: short story-long. With that, I want to share these
driving thoughts over the next few
months so as not to drive you away.

Think about how large your wind-
shield is. It spans from side to side and
not so much up and less down. But
compare that to the size of your rearview
mirror. Small, yet important. My rear-
view mirror fell off once. The glue
failed under the summer heat. I finally
said “what's behind me, I don't care!”
What if I told you that the rearview mir-
ror is the Bible? Pretty important, yes? What if you had, at your fingertips, the past that
can help drive you into the future? Rev 1:8 - I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.

We were dropped in the middle of this journey. Or were we?
Next month, we'll drive further down the road of life.

Steve Grass
UMM

Harper Chapel April 2026 Page 7



Harper Chapel April 2026 Page 8



Friday, March 13—30 Visitors
Facebook—5

Food Pantry—15
Word-of-Mouth—4
Repeat—10

Saturday, March 14—19 Visitors
Facebook—5

Food Pantry—2
Word-of-Mouth—4

God’s Closet will be open on April 10 & 11 Repeat—9
Other—Sign by the Road

11AM-2PM.

Donations were great from repeat customers
and community members.
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THE MIRACLE OF REBIRTH

1 Peter 1:3: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born

again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead.

Birth is an exhilarating experience. Walking into a hospi-
tal room shortly after a child has been born, you can al-
most touch the emotion and power of the moment. Rebirth
is like that, too. Sitting in a powerful religious ceremony,
standing alone atop a high hill, or walking in the footsteps of an an-
cient civilization, we can feel our hearts being changed as our spirit is given new birth, and we emerge
from our experience reborn. Sometimes it goes the other way, too. In a single moment, all that we know
can be stripped away-the death of a loved one, a divorce, the loss of a job — and suddenly we're left
standing at the mercy of the universe. And once again, we rise from the ashes, reborn.

Amidst headlines of terrorists, news of global darkness, a world dominated by the apparent wonders of
science and technology, and our culture’s emphasis on materialism, a quiet miracle is once again taking
place. While blizzards batter the northwest, spring comes to the midwest—that magical moment when
buds break open with shoots that become flowers, and color and fragrance return to a world made grey
by winter. We can sense the pulse of the earth, and cannot help but feel the joy of life reawakening.

In our Christian story the moment of rebirth comes as we celebrate Easter and the resurrection of Our
Lord Jesus Christ, when in the miracle of the empty tomb Mary mistakes the risen Christ for a gardener,
until He says those poignant words, “Woman why weepest Thou?”

Like the joy in the springtime, this transformation and opportunity for rebirth is always a miracle. Op-
portunities for rebirth are always present, just as God is always present. It is in the moment when God
unveils Himself and whispers or at times shouts to us. Sometimes, like for Mary, rebirth becomes visible
in our moments of grief, when tears fall and our hearts ache.

God invites us into a lifestyle of resurrection and rebirth every day. As we go throughout our day, know
that we have the choice to live our lives differently. A newness of life and rebirth is available to us every
single day through the power of the Holy Spirit working in us as a believer.

Peace and Grace,
Billye Bennett, RN

Parish Nurse.
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Harper Chapel Income

February 2026

Tithes & Offerings $ 26,798.59
God's Closet 50.00

Memorial Fund 50.00

Youth Donations 94.00

TOTAL INCOME $ 26,992.59
EXPENSES $ 24,324.24
NET INCOME $ 2,668.35

At the February 24% Leadership Team meeting, members voted to begin making monthly ap-
portionment payments.

Complete financials are available for your review. A copy is on Leadership Team Bulletin
Board.
If you have questions, please contact Leadership Chrm. Sue Pierce at 573-216-6021

Next Leadership Committee Meeting—Tuesday, April 28, 2026, 6:30PM
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